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The Salamanca Arts Centre is operated by the Salamanca Arts Centre Incorporated in buildings owned by the State Government of Tasmania



|
-

Was it Elvis Presley who musically mumbled ‘Such a night...well it eally was...such a night...’?
Well, it was, wasn’ tit! It was dif ficult to decide when that night should be but Satur ~ day
November 30, 2002 was the date chosen to celebrate 25 years of the Salamanca Ar ts Centre
with a Str eet Party in Salamanca Place. The Community and Ar  ts Centr e Foundation was
established in 1974, the buildings wer e acquir ed in 1976 and of ficially handed over in
November 1977. 2002 seemed like the right year to honour the establishment of Salamanca
Arts Centre and the contribution of the many artists and members of the community along the
way.

There was a reunion of past Presidents and Committee members, volunteers, tenants and arts
workers who’d contributed many voluntar y hours towar ds the development of a vibrant ar ts
centre.

The idea initially was to r eprise the famed/notorious Ar ts Ball as a once of f but this morphed
into a great big street party as a bir thday gift for the community . It thr eatened to rain on the
night but held back to a shor t-lived drizzle that stuck ar ound long enough to dampen one’ s
curls yet add zing to the par ty spirit.

James Boag Premium back it with cash; Nicole Robson Graphic Design produced the inspired
big baby image and the Printing Authority of T asmania donated the posters and br ochures;
musicians Rektango, Mr Coconut, Red Hot Roosters, Resonance in Gr oove and If Jazz Choir
donated their wonder ful sounds and multiple musical versions of Happy Bir thday Salamanca
Arts Centre; Ryk Goddard, John Xand T ania Bosak MCd; is theatr e Itd’s buffon performers
both charmed and repelled street revellers; Production Works donated the staging, lighting and
sound which was transpor ted by Patrick T ransport; Kelly’s Cher ry Picker Hir e helped get the
party lights on the building up and down; Southern Cross Television and TTT FM provided free
advertising; Metro Buses displayed the big baby bus ads and Australian Posters and the Road
Safety Task Force contributed the taxi ads; Home Hill W ine and The Wurst House supported
the special guests event.

Lano and Woodley dropped in to unashamedly promote their show at the Theatre Royal on the
following night, poke fun at the locals, and show just how wussy they were at the hint of a little
dampness in the air. Was the audience par ticipation highlight of the night the massed Zorba
dancing led by Johnny X? One star turn that had to be held over was the Lord Mayor’s version
of Happy Bir thday Marilyn Monr oe style — he’d been practicing and he’ s still looking for
oppor tunities to perform it should you have a special event coming up. But he gave agr eat
speech earlier in the night and the Piemier sent his birthday greetings too. The Salamanca Arts
Centre exists because of ongoing Gover nment support and support for the ar ts program from
Hobart City Council.

Our next task is to compile the cultural history of the work that was undertaken here, who was
based here, what was painted, what was crafted, what was written, what was per






















